Renew

Mission, Vision and Values 

__________________________________

Renew: A faith community for skeptics and dreamers
Mission Statement 

The mission of Renew is to join God’s agenda by seeing people in the region renewed by the love of God, equipped as faithful followers of Jesus and sent out by the Holy Spirit to be a voice of hope.  

Values – What We Care About

(1) The Journey

We find ourselves in the Story of God. This story is a process, not a destination – and it is not to be undertaken alone. Life is full of questions and doubts. We want to walk with the curious, the skeptic, the doubter, the questioner, the desperate, the searcher – all those in need of grace and love. 

(2) Face to Face: 

The church is not a building we go to. We are the church. So when we invite people to church we are inviting others into our lives. Life is best lived face to face. We value honest, grace-filled connection with others who are seeking to find hope in Jesus. One cannot consume community. One enters into it by serving one another. No perfect people are allowed. We are all in need of renewal and a grace-filled connection with others who are seeking hope in the God of the universe. 

(3) Radical Compassion: 

We know if we have everything and can do anything, but fail to possess love and compassion we are bankrupt. Servanthood and sacrifice are foundational –the DNA of our lives - because of the model of Jesus who was willing to be a sacrifice for others. Being a follower of Jesus is a fight for the bottom. We want to be like Jesus and compassionately serve a world that is broken and has lost its way. We are here to serve our communities. We become the other for the sake of the other. We desire to ask the communities in which we live, work and play, “How can we help?” 

(4) Pervasive Authenticity: 

We believe that we are renewed when we are first willing to be honest with God and others. Life is full of questions and doubts. Sometimes it is better to question the answers than it is to answer the questions. We value the unconvinced explorer and the courageous questioner. 

(5) Justice for All 
God is a God of love, but he is also a God of justice. Therefore, we will participate in the hard work to seek out rightness and truth through fair treatment of individuals and systems that are unjust in the name of Jesus. 
(6) Participation:
As followers of Jesus, we believe that we are not called to be spectators, but participants. We all have a role to play. Therefore, we want to see what God is doing and join Him in it throughout the week, not just for an hour and a half on Sunday. We seek to de-emphasize Sunday in order to re-emphasize our call to be Jesus-ish Monday through Saturday.  

(7) Continual Change: 

Change is a non-negotiable. Change is in the DNA of God. Transformation is his ultimate goal for his people. While we center around the redemptive, renewing Story of God and Man we believe that how that story is expressed should be constantly changing. Our methods, thoughts and approaches should always be changing to match the context of the culture and communities we seek to serve. Therefore, we believe that our structure should always submit to Spirit.

(8) Reproducibility/Multiplication: 

One of our vital signs of health is not numeric growth on a Sunday morning service, but reproduction and multiplication in big and small ways. We would rather grow slowly by new people embracing and entering into the life of Jesus rather than grow quickly by transfer growth. We want to be known more for our sending capacity than our seating capacity. We desire to be a church planting church plant, believing we need to plant a church within the first five years of our church’s existence. On smaller levels, we desire to reproduce organically by multiplying smaller groups – and more specifically - house churches. 

(9) Oikos: 
Oikos is the Greek word translated as family, sphere of influence or relationships. 

Most people come to embrace and live out the way of Jesus because of relationships with others. Therefore, we take our oikos – our spheres of influence, connections, networks, relationships with those spiritually disconnected – very seriously. We see our vocation as being sacred. We believe that people will become followers of Jesus through our intentional time, efforts, energy, love, prayer, faith and live with them. 

Core Convictions – What Guides Our Thinking 

(1) We believe the gospel changes everything. 
(2) We attempt to embrace and live out the ways of Jesus. 
(3) We are here to connect with the spiritually disconnected. 
(4) Authenticity in the journey is essential in following Jesus. 
(5) We believe that God’s agenda should be our agenda. 
Vision - Who We Desire To Become: 
-We are not a building or an institution. We desire to be a Jesus community. We desire to be a movement of authentic followers of Jesus taking him at his word, believing that he has called us to be representatives and ambassadors in our world. We desire to be united in the life, death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus who came to bring about the Kingdom of God and a movement of love. 

-We desire to be a multi-generational, authentic, participatory faith community made up of singles and families. While we are multi-generational in our approach, we are committed to being intentional about engaging with younger generations. 
-We seek to know our place in God’s agenda and are called to participate in it. God’s agenda is to bless, renew and reconcile the messy and broken world we live in. Therefore we sense our call to be servants sent out to be missionaries and change agents in our spheres of influence in the name of Jesus. 

-We attempt to be Jesus-ish. As followers of Jesus we are called to be holistic servants, ambassadors and representatives of his life in all that we do. 

-We desire to connect with people who are intrigued by Jesus, but tired of religion. We, too, are tired of religion. We desire to place relationship over rule-keeping. We want to engage with people who think the church is useless, irrelevant and even offensive. Our goal isn’t to be religious or to get others to come to our church so we can tell people how to live their life while expecting them to give us 10% of their money. We desire to care more about who each individual is than what each person can do for the church. 

-We seek to be humble students who want to study the Scriptures given to us, study the culture we live in and help to see these two areas come together. 

-We want to value risk and change, which means, at times, we will expect to experience failure. We do not value risk and change in order to keep up with the times in order to be relevant, hip or cool, but to be effective in connecting with those who are skeptical of Jesus and His Church. 

-We are here for people who are not here. G.K. Chesterton wrote, “The church is the only institution that exists solely for the benefit of non-members.” Jesus connected with those on the margins. We seek to follow him in that way. 

-We swim in a deep stream of tradition. The roots of historic Christian belief run deep. However, we are not here to be preservers of the past. Instead, we strive to understand the rich history of our past and be students of our present culture in order to be pioneers of the future in the name of Jesus. 

-We are called to be both a sending church and a church that is being sent. Both are essential to the mission of God. Therefore, we approach missions as holistic – both on a local and global level – involving body, heart, mind and soul. We see our mission as being half way across the world as well as down the block. We are much more interested in the question, “How are we serving our neighborhood this week?” than “How many people were at the service on Sunday?”

-In terms of the political spectrum, we strive to be aggressively non-partisan. We will not officially support a political candidate. This does not mean that we will shy away from politics. In fact, we will intentionally be involved in the politics of Jesus, living out the values of the Kingdom – which will most likely land on either side of the spectrum from time to time. 

